
     
 

Luxury/Exotic Car Makes & Models 
 

The following is a brief history of the ten (10) luxury/exotic cars showcased by Finest Motor Sports. The 

information of each car is an interesting overview of the cars early introduction and their respective founders. 

All of the written information below has been compiled from and credited to Wikipedia.com. 
 

Aston Martin   
 

Aston Martin Lagonda Limited is a British manufacturer of luxury performance cars, whose headquarters are 

at Gaydon, Warwickshire, England. The company name is derived from the Aston Clinton hill climb and one 

of the company's founders, Lionel Martin. 
 

Aston Martin was founded in 1913 by Lionel Martin and Robert Bamford. The two had joined forces as 

Bamford & Martin the previous year to sell cars made by Singer from premises in Callow Street, London 
where they also serviced GWK and Calthorpe vehicles. Martin raced specials at Aston Hill near Aston Clinton, 

and the pair decided to make their own vehicles. The first car to be named Aston Martin was created by Martin 

by fitting a four-cylinder Coventry-Simplex engine to the chassis of a 1908 Isotta-Fraschini. They acquired 
premises at Henniker Place in Kensington and produced their first car in March 1915. Production could not 

start because of the outbreak of World War I, and Martin joined the Admiralty and Bamford the Royal Army 

Service Corps. All machinery was sold to the Sopwith Aviation Company. 

 

After the war the company was refounded at Abingdon Road, Kensington and a new car designed to carry the 
Aston-Martin name. Bamford left in 1920 and the company was revitalized with funding from Count Louis 

Zborowski. In 1922, Bamford & Martin produced cars to compete in the French Grand Prix, and the cars set 

world speed and endurance records at Brooklands. Three works Team Cars with 16 valve twin cam engines 

were built for racing and record breaking: chassis number 1914, later developed as the Green Pea; chassis 

number 1915, the Razor Blade record car; and chassis number 1916, later developed as the Halford Special. 
Approximately 55 cars were built for sale in two configurations, long chassis and short chassis. The company 

went bankrupt in 1924 and was bought by Lady Charnwood, who put her son John Benson on the board. The 

company failed again in 1925 and the factory closed in 1926, with Lionel Martin leaving. 
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BENTLEY   
 

Bentley Motors Limited is a British manufacturer of luxury automobiles and Grand Tourers. Bentley Motors 

was founded in England on January 18, 1919 by Walter Owen Bentley, known as W.O. Bentley or just "W.O." 

(1888ï1971). He was previously known for his successful range of rotary aero-engines in World War I, the 
most famous being the Bentley BR1 as used in later versions of the Sopwith Camel. Since 1998 the company 

has been owned by the Volkswagen Group. 

 
A group of wealthy British automobile aficionados known as the "Bentley Boys" (Woolf Barnato, Sir Henry 

Birkin, steeplechaser George Duller, aviator Glen Kidston, automotive journalist S. C. H. "Sammy" Davis, and 

Dr. Dudley Benjafield among them) kept the car's reputation for high performance alive. At one point, on a bet, 

Barnato raced Le Train Bleu from Cannes to Calais, then by ferry to Dover and finally London, traveling on 

public highways with normal traffic, and won; the special-bodied 6½ Litre car became known as the Blue 

Train Bentley. Thanks to the dedication of this group to serious racing, the company, located at Cricklewood, 

north London was noted for its four consecutive victories at the 24 hours of Le Mans from 1927 to 1930. Their 

greatest competitor at the time, Bugatti, whoôs lightweight, elegant, but fragile creations contrasted with the 
Bentley's rugged reliability and durability, referred to them as "the world's fastest lorries". Perhaps the most 

iconic model of the period is the 4½ Litre "Blower Bentley", with its distinctive supercharger projecting 
forward from the bottom of the grille. Uncharacteristically fragile for a Bentley, it was not the racing 

workhorse the 6½ Litre was. It became famous in popular media as the vehicle of James Bond in the original 

novels, but not in film; however John Steed in the television series The Avengers did drive a Bentley. 
 

A great deal of Barnato's fortune was devoted to keeping Bentley afloat after he became chairman in 1925, but 

the Great Depression destroyed demand for the company's expensive products, and it was finally sold to Rolls-

Royce in 1931. 

 
Rolls-Royce merged the Bentley line into its own, so that the Bentley marquee became no more than a Rolls-

Royce without the distinctive grille and with a lower price tag. In the 1980s, however, Bentley became a 

separate, high performance car line once again. The most notable model during the Rolls-Royce period was 

probably the Bentley Continental, which appeared in various forms from 1952 to 1965, and again in 1992 with 

production ending in 2003. The Bentley factory in Crewe, Cheshire, is still known in the town by the name 

"Royce's".    
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BMW  
 

Bayerische Motoren Werke AG (info) (BMW), (English: Bavarian Motor Works) is an independent German 

automobile manufacturer. BMW is one of the world's leading performance-luxury manufacturers of cars and 
motorcycles, along with being the parent company of the MINI and Rolls-Royce car brands. 

 

BMW was officially founded as a public company in 1922, but traces its origins to the pioneering days of 
German aviation all the way back to 1913. Two of these pioneering men, Karl Rapp and Gustav Otto, are 

credited by BMW as the "founding fathers". However, the company was actually founded by three men: Josef 

Popp, Max Friz, and Camillo Castiglioni. These men brought BMW through many turbulent times in the 

company's early life, as well as taking the company public in 1922 to form BMW AG. 

 

Beginning with radio flyer engines, BMW AG produced a variety of products in its early years, eventually 

shifting to motorcycle production in 1923 and automobiles in 1929. The circular blue and white BMW logo, 

which has not been altered throughout the company's history, does not in fact symbolise a spinning propeller 
according to a BMW spokesman (although the imagery did appear in post-WWI advertisements). The BMW 

roundel badge is believed to have been partially derived from the logo of its predecessor company Rapp 

Motorenwerke[citation needed], while ultimately taking on the colors and checkers of the Bavarian flag. 
Significant aircraft power plants of pre-WWII and WWII included the BMW 132 and BMW 801 air-cooled 

radial engines, and the pioneering BMW 003 axial-flow turbojet. BMW's factories were damaged badly in the 

war, and many surviving machine tools were confiscated by the victorious Allies. 
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